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የኢትዮጵያ ዘውድ ምክር ቤት የቅዱስ አባታችን የብፁዕ ወቅዱስ ፓትርያርክ አቡነ መርቆሬዎስ ቀዳማዊ፥ አረተኛው 
ፓትርያርክ ወርዕሰ ሊቃነ ጳጳሳት ዘኢትዮጵያ ዜና እረፍት የተሰማንን ጥልቅ ሐዘን ልንገልጽ እንወዳለን። ከመላው የቤተ 
ክርስቲያን ምእመናንና መላው የአገራችን ሕዝብ ጋ የዚህ ትልቅ ሐዘን ተካፋዮች መሆናችንን እንገልጻለን። 
 
ቅዱስነታቸው ከማዕረገ ጵጵስና በፊት አባ ዘሊባኖስ ፈንታ ሲባሉ፥ ትውልዳቸው መቀድሞ ቤጌምድር ጠቅላይ ግዛት ሲሆን 
የቤተ ክርስቲያን አብነት ትምህርት ከልጅነታቸው ጀምረው በቤጌምድር እና በጎጃም ታላላቅ ገዳማት እየተዘዋወሩ 
ተምረዋል።  ስልጣነ ምንኩስና በ1961 ዓም ተቀብለው በ1971 የጵጵስና ማዕረግ ተቀብለው የኦጋዴን ኤጲስ ቆጶስ ሆነው 
አገልግለዋል።  ከዛም  በ1973  ዓም በሊቀ ጳጳስነት ምዕረግ ወዳ ጎንደር ተዛውረው አግልግለዋል።  በ1981 ዓም ብፁዕ 
ወቅዱስ ፓትርያርክ አቡነ ተክለ ሐይማኖት ከዚህ ዓለም በሞት ሲለዩ የብፁዕ ወቅዱስ አቡነ መርቆሬዎስ የኢትዮጵያ 4ኛ 
ፓትርያርክ ሆነው ተመረጠው በነሐሴ ወር ሲመታቸው ተፈጸመ። 
 



 

 

በደርግ መንግሥት መውደቅ ዙርያ በነበረው አወዛጋቢ ሁኔታ እዲሱ የኢሕአዴግ መንግሥት አቡነ መርቆሬዎስን 
ከመንበራቸው በማውረዱ ቅዱስነታቸው ከአገራቸው ተሰደዱ። መጀመርያ በኬንያ ከዛም በአሜሪካ ተሰደው ሲኖሩ 
ከመንበረ ፓትርያርክ ብግዳጅ መውረዳቸው ከቤተ ክርስቲያት ስርዓት እና ቅኖና ውጭ ነው በማለት የቅዱስ ሲኖዶስ 
አባላት ሊቃነ ጳጳሳት አብረው ተሰደው ከአገር ውጭ እና አገር ውስጥ ተብሎ ቅዱስ ሲኖዶስ ለሁለት ተከፈለ። ይህን 
ክፍፍል አስቀርቶ ሁለቱን ሲኖዶስ ለማስታረቅ ለ26 ዓመት በተደጋጋሚ ተሞክሮ በመጨረሻ በኢትዮጵያ ውስጥ የመጣው 
ለውጥ አበረታትቶ እርቅ ወርዶ ብፁዕ ወቅዱስ ፓትርያርክ አቡነ መርቆሬዎስ ከጠቅላይ ምኒስቴር ዐብይ አሕመድ ጋ 
አብረው በመሆን በ2011 ዓም በነሐሴ ወር ወደ ውድ አገራቸው ገቡ። ይህ እርቅ ለመላው ሕብረተሰባችን ስለ እርቅ እና 
አብሮ መኖር ጥሩ ምሳሌ ሆኖ ሊታይ ይገባል። በእርቁ መሰረት ሁለቱ ቅዱሳን አባቶቻችን ፓትርያርኮች በአንድ ምንበር 
ተቀምጠው በአንድነት እና ፍቅር መንፈስ ሃላፊነታቸውን ሲወጡ ስናይ ለሁላችንም ትልቅ ምሳሌ ሊሆን ይገባል። 
 
ቅዱስ አባታችንን በግል የሚያውቃቸው በሙሉ እጅግ ተወዳጅ አባት፥ ፍጹም መንፈሳዊ የሆኑ መሪ እና ጥሩ ወዳጅ እደነበሩ 
ይመሰክራሉ። የስደትን መራራነት አብረውን ቀምሰው በቆራጥነት ወደ አገራቸው መመለሳቸው ለሁላችንም ምሳሌ ሲሆን 
እንዲሁም ፍቅራቸው እና ይቅርባይነታቸው እንደዚሁ ልናስተውለው ይገባናል። ይህ ምሳሌነታቸው ለኦርቶዶክሳዊያን ብቻ 
ሳይሆን ለመላው የኢትዮጵያ ማሕበረሰብ ሊሆን ይገባዋል። 
 
ልዑል አግዚአብሔር ለቅዱስ አባታችን ልብፁዕ ወቅዱስ ፓትርያርክ አቡነ ማትያስ ቀዳማዊ፥ ፓትርያርክ ዘኢትዮጵያ፥ ሊቀ 
ጳጳስ ዘአክሱም፥ ወእጬጌ ዘመንበረ ተክለ ሐይማኖት፥ እና ለመላው የኢትዮጵያ ኦርቶዶክስ ተዋህዶ ቤተ ክርስቲያት ቅዱስ 
ሲኖዶስ እንደዚሁም ለአዘኑት ሁሉ መጽናናትን እንዲሰጥልን እንለምናለን። 
 
የቅዱስ አባታችን በረክታቸው አይለየን። 
 
 
ልዑል ኤርምያስ ሣሕለ ሥላሴ 
የዘውድ ምክር ቤት ፕሬዚዳንት። 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with great sorrow that the Crown Council of Ethiopia marks the passing of Our Holy Father, 
His Holiness Patriarch Abune Merkorios I, the fourth Patriarch of Ethiopia.  We join with 
Orthodox Christians and all people of faith in our country in mourning this deeply holy man. 
 
Known as Abba Ze-Libanos Fanta before being elevated to the episcopacy, His Holiness was 
born in southern Beghemidir Province (Gondar) and received traditional training and church 
learning at the highest levels from important monasteries in Gojjam and Beghemidir.  He 
became a monk in 1968 and was consecrated as Bishop of the Diocese of the Ogaden with the 
name Abune Merkorios in 1978. His Holiness was later named as Archbishop of Gondar, where 
he served from 1980 to 1988.  Upon the death of Patriarch Abune Tekle Haimanot in 1988, the 
then Archbishop Abune Merkorios was elected as Patriarch of Ethiopia and was enthroned in 
August of that year.  His Holiness was the fourth patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo 
Church to be enthroned since the church gained its independence from the Coptic Orthodox 
Church. 
 
During the tumult surrounding the fall of the Derg regime in 1991, the new EPRDF government 
dethroned Abune Merkorios. His Holiness was exiled, first to Kenya and then to the United 
States, where he was joined by those members of the Holy Synod who rejected his removal 
from the Patriarchal Throne.  This led to a schism between the exile church and the church 
inside Ethiopia.  Efforts to heal this rift continued sporadically for 26 years, finally coming to 
fruition in 2018 when His Holiness Abune Merkorios returned to Ethiopia accompanied by 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.  This was a promising example of recent attempts at reconciliation 
in our homeland. Under the terms of the reconciliation, Their Holinesses the two Patriarchs, 
Abune Merkorios and Abune Mathias, shared the Patriarchal Throne as co-Patriarchs, a shining 
example of how all things are possible when one embraces the path of peace and 
reconciliation. 
 
Those of us who knew His Holiness personally cherished him as a great father, spiritual guide, 
and good friend. While he shared the challenges of exile with us, his bravery in returning from 
exile inspired us, and his love and magnanimity were a model for everyone. His bravery began a 
healing process we must all strive to continue, not just in the Orthodox Church but across 
Ethiopian society. If Patriarch Abune Merkorios can return home to live in peace with all of his 
people, each of us can too. 
 
We extend our heartfelt condolences to His Holiness Patriarch Abune Mathias, Patriarch of 
Ethiopia, Archbishop of Axum and Ichege of the See of St. Tekle Haimanot; to the Holy Synod of 



 

 

the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church; and to all those who mourn this great and Holy 
father.  
 
May His Holiness’ blessings be upon us. 
 

 
 
Prince Ermias Sahle Selassie  
President of the Crown Council of Ethiopia 


